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Introduction:
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Causes:
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Types of Tetanus:
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Pathophysiology:
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Clinical Features:
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Investigations:
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Medical Management:
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Medical Management:
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Medical Management:
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Inclass Assessment:
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Case Scenario

“A Preventable Emergency”

Mr. R, a 38-year-old construction worker, 

arrives at the emergency department with 

complaints of difficulty opening his mouth, 

painful muscle stiffness in the neck and 

back, and intermittent muscle spasms for 

the past 24 hours.

On further history, he reveals that 10 days 

ago, he sustained a deep puncture wound to 

his right foot after stepping on a rusted iron 

rod at the construction site. The wound was 

washed at home but no medical care was 

sought.

He is not sure about his tetanus vaccination 

status and cannot recall receiving any 

booster dose in adulthood.

Case-Based MCQs

1. Based on the clinical presentation, the most likely 

diagnosis is:

A. RabiesB. Tetanus C. BotulismD. Meningitis

2. The most likely mode of transmission in this patient is:

A. Person-to-person spread

B. Airborne transmission

C. Entry of spores through contaminated wound

D. Ingestion of contaminated food

3. The delay in symptom appearance after injury is best 

explained by:

A. Slow multiplication of virus

B. Incubation period of toxin production

C. Delay in immune response

D. Poor wound healing


